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PROVIDENCE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

RECORDS FOR 
 

416 EATON STREET 
PLAT 81, LOT 8 

 
Randall-Winsor Farm 

Ca. 1791-1795;  additions and outbuildings before 1839 
 
 
Summary: One of the few surviving remnants of Providence’s agricultural past, the Randall-Winsor Farm 
was built in the late 18th century on land that at the time was part of the Town of North Providence.  The 
house’s original owner was Henry Randall, Jr., a cooper, who built it on a 12-acre parcel that had been 
carved out from his late father’s 100-acre estate in 1789.  Olney Winsor (a merchant, whose grandfather 
had previously owned part of the Randall estate), bought this farm in 1798 and passed it to his daughters, 
who lived there until 1839.  In the early 19th century a public school for the Town of North Providence 
operated in the farmhouse.  From 1839-1983, the farm was occupied by successive generations of the 
related Swan and Whitman families, who gradually reduced the acreage until all that remained was the 
farmhouse itself and several adjacent outbuildings.  The property passed out of the Whitman family in 
1983, and since then has had four different owners, most recently the Zavadas. 
 
This property was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 under the name of “Winsor-
Swan-Whitman Farm.”  The nomination attributes the construction of the original house to Olney Winsor 
in 1753, and indicates that Olney Winsor’s daughters ran a “dame school” in an addition to the house built 
ca. 1810.  Subsequent research by North Providence town historian Thomas Greene indicated that in 
fact, Henry Randall owned the property in the mid-18th century; that Olney Winsor was not even born until 
1753; and that a public school, not a dame school, existed on the property in the early 19th century.  
Greene’s findings were summarized in a 1991 report submitted to the RI Historical Preservation & 
Heritage Commission, on file with the NR nomination, and are referenced herein as the “Greene report.” 
 
Given the conflicts (and lack of bibliography) in these two secondary sources, this researcher double-
checked deeds, tax records, vital statistics and maps in both Providence and Pawtucket (early records 
from North Providence are kept in Pawtucket City Hall).  Contrary to both of these reports, the earliest 
date that a building is confirmed to have existed on this property is 1795  (although it may have been built 
as early as 1791).  The barn and outbuildings are confirmed as of 1839.      
 
Chronology: 
 
1658 
 
The proprietors of Providence set aside the land north of the Woonasquatucket River as the “stated 
common” for agricultural use by Providence residents. (RIHP&HC:  “Smith Hill, Providence,” statewide 
historic preservation report P-P-4, 1980) 
 
1679 
 
Providence Deed Book 1, Page 26:  On July 8, 1679, Joshua Winsor (one of the original proprietors of the 
settlement of Providence Plantations) deeded to his son Samuel Winsor all of his considerable lands in 
Providence:  “layd out or unlayd out, divided or undivided and common, with all orchards . . . and all other 
appurtonances…except ye dwelling house which I now dwell in…it being to remain for my wife during ye 
life of me, but after my decease it also to come into the possession of Samuel.”  (Providence Archives) 
 
Note:  Joshua Winsor owned a house lot on the east bank of the Providence River (his name appears on 
a map of Providence dated 1650), and it is likely the “dwelling house” referred to in this deed was located 
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on that lot.  Winsor’s lands west of the river would have been entirely agricultural.  (RIHP&HC, Providence 
Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, 1986) 
 
1729-1734 
 
By 1733, three defined highways had been constructed north of the Woonasquatucket.  A road to 
Olneyville following the route of present-day Orms and Valley Streets was laid out before 1729.  The 
southern branch of a route along the stated common, following Douglas Avenue and Chalkstone Avenue 
today, was laid out in 1729 and provided access to a village called “Tripptown” (now Manton) and further 
to Killingly, Conn.  The northern branch of the route along the stated common, along Douglas Avenue and 
Eaton Street today, was laid out in 1733. (RIHP&HC:  “Smith Hill, Providence,” statewide historic 
preservation report P-P-4, 1980) 
 
Providence Deed Book 12, Pages 142-143:  On April 6, 1734, Samuel Winsor [son of Samuel, grandson 
of Joshua], yeoman, of Providence, sold to Moses Bartlett, blacksmith, of Providence, “a certain piece of  
meadow and a small lot of upland containing by estimation 12 acres, the said meadow is situate…on both 
sides of the brook called Small Brook in Providence…called Shepard’s Meadow...the said upland being 
part of a lot of land laid out upon the original right of my honored grandfather Joshua Winsor, 
deceased…” The deed does not mention a dwelling house.  The property boundaries were marked by 
stone markers, trees, shrubbery, and fences, all long gone, but its southern boundary was an unnamed 
highway.  The next deed in 1747 identifies this highway as the Killingly Road (now Chalkstone Avenue). 
(Providence Archives) 
 
1747-1750 
 
Providence Deed Book 12, Page 143:  On October 16, 1747, Moses Bartlett, blacksmith, of Providence, 
sold to Joseph Randal Junior, “calker,” of Providence:  “a certain tract of land containing by estimate 
about 15 acres and lying on both sides of the brook called Small Brook,” bounded on the south on a 
highway heading from Providence toward Killingly, on the west with a cart way called the Cross Path, and 
on the north and east with a ditch and fence.  The land, which came “with all the meadow and all other 
improvements,” is noted as being the same as purchased by Moses Bartlett from Samuel Winsor by deed 
of April 6, 1734.  The deed does not mention a dwelling house.  [Note: the alternate spellings of “Randal” 
and “Randall” continue in late 18th century documents.]  (Providence City Hall/Archives) 
 
John Hutchinson Cady’s map of Providence in 1750 shows Small Brook running northwest from the 
Woonasquatucket River, crossing the Road to Killingly, which runs westward from the Providence River.  
No buildings appear in the vicinity of Small Brook or the Killingly Road on this map.  (R.I. Historical 
Society Library, Providence) 
 
Joseph Randall Jr. died two months after buying the property, on December 11, 1747.  (Greene report) 
 
Providence Deed Book 12, Page 259-260:  On April 21, 1749, Thankfull Randal, widow, of Providence, 
conveyed to her brother-in-law Henry Randall, joiner, of Providence, “all interest in lands or real estate of 
my late husband Joseph Randal Jr., calker.”  The deed notes that Henry is “now in the full and peaceable 
possession” of this property, but does not mention any dwelling house or other buildings.  (Providence 
Archives) 
 
Note:  Greene infers from the phrase “full and peaceable possession” that Henry Randall and his family 
(he was married to Thankfull’s sister, Dorothy Billings) already lived on the property at this time.  Greene 
therefore theorizes that the “original half house” was built sometime between October 1747 and April 
1749, likely by Henry Randall, since Joseph Randall had died so soon after buying the land.  Since Henry 
and Dorothy Randall had 12 children, Greene further speculates that the half house was enlarged to a 1-
1/2 story “center chimney cape” sometime between 1749-1789. (Greene report) 
 
Providence Index of Births, Deaths and Marriages, Vol. 1, 1636-1850:  Henry Randall married Mrs. 
Dorothy Billings of Stonington, Conn. on July 4, 1745.  By the time they took legal possession of this 
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property in 1749, they had had their first two children:  Mary, born 1745 (five months prior to her parents’ 
marriage), and Joseph, born 1748.  Over the next twenty years, Henry and Dorothy had ten more 
children:  Benjamin, born 1750; Esther, born 1752; Phebe, born 1754; Billings, born 1756; Henry, born 
1759; Elizabeth, born 1761; Dorothy (Dolly), born 1763; Mercy, born 1765; George, born 1767; and 
James, born 1769.  All of these children apparently survived into adulthood; the only one recorded as 
dying in either Providence or North Providence before 1850 was Joseph, who died in Providence in 1840 
at age 92.  (Providence Archives; see also James N. Arnold’s “Vital Record of RI 1636-1850, 1st Series, 
Births, Marriages and Deaths, Vol. 2, North Providence” at the RI Historical Society Library) 
 
Logically, a family of fourteen would need a substantial house to live in; however, tax records for this 
period apparently did not survive from either Providence or North Providence to verify the actual 
construction dates of the original house or any addition.   
 
1765 
 
In 1765 the northwest part of Providence, including the property that is now 416 Eaton Street, was set off 
by the General Assembly to form the Town of North Providence.  (It was re-annexed to Providence in 
1864.  The earliest extant map of North Providence is dated 1836, according to town historian Thomas 
Greene.)  (RIHP&HC, Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, 1986.) 
 
1789-1791 
 
North Providence Council and Probate Records, volume A1, pages 332-343:  On June 6, 1789, Henry 
Randall died, intestate, and two weeks later Dorothy and Benjamin Randall (Henry’s wife and son) filed a 
10-page inventory of Henry Randall’s personal property with the North Providence Town Council.  The 
inventory does not mention any real estate, but lists numerous items of clothing, furniture, household 
goods, farming equipment, and tools, indicating that Henry Randall certainly had a fairly large dwelling 
house and likely one or more outbuildings to contain these possessions. Lacking Henry Randall’s will, the 
Town Council ordered his property to be divided among his heirs one year after his death. (Pawtucket 
Registry of Deeds) 
 
Greene’s report indicates that Henry Randall’s eldest son Joseph Randall inherited 15-20 acres of land 
with a dwelling house and corn crib, and later transferred this property to his son Henry (along with an 
additional 80 acres), whereupon Henry purchased 12 more acres from his uncle George Randall.  The 
late Henry Randall’s widow Dolly lived in the house until her death on June 12, 1791, and then grandson 
Henry Randall lived there until 1795 when he sold the farm to a physician named Thomas Greene.  This 
researcher found three major problems with historian Greene’s summary of events: 
 
1. North Providence deeds indicate that Henry Randall’s real estate consisted of two tracts of land, 
totaling approximately 100 acres.  [This researcher did not investigate how his property grew from the 
original 15 acres purchased from Moses Bartlett by Joseph Randall back in 1747.]  One parcel, 
containing 20 acres, a dwelling house, and corn crib, was described as “bounded on the south by the 
road leading from the Mill Bridge in Providence to Tripp Town (so called) [now Chalkstone Avenue], 
westerly on a cross road, northeasterly on land of Moses Brown, and easterly on land of Job Smith.”  
(Note the boundary description is similar to that found in Moses Bartlett’s deed to Joseph Randall Jr., 
Providence Deed Book 12, Page 143).  A second 80-acre parcel (with no buildings specified) was 
bounded on the south by land of Moses Brown and land formerly belonging to Hedabiah Angell, westerly 
on land of Gideon Olney and Zachariah Allen, and northerly on “the highway leading to Providence.”  
(North Prov. Deed Book 2, Pages 279, 287, 293, 294, and 295.) 
 
Since the road to Tripptown is specifically identified as the south boundary of the smaller parcel, it is 
almost certainly not also the unnamed “highway” identified as the north boundary of the larger parcel.  
Eaton Street existed in 1789, although apparently was not yet named as such.  Since the farmhouse that 
is now 416 Eaton Street lies on the south side of the street, it appears that this house was actually built 
on the larger, 80-acre parcel of land.  (This theory is borne out by the boundary description of the lot sold 
by Henry Randall to Thomas Greene in 1795, which was also bounded on the north by a highway and on 
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the west by land of Zachariah Allen.  See below.)  But if this 80-acre parcel indeed lacked any buildings in 
1789, then the question arises:  is the house at 416 Eaton Street in fact Henry Randall’s original home 
built in the 1740s or 1750s? 
 
2. Henry Randall’s 100 acres was divided into 12 equal parts and distributed to ten of his children, 
with the proviso that his widow would retain the use of a 1/3 portion of the property for the remainder of 
her life.  (Neither Billings Randall nor James Randall appear in the index to Land Evidence Records for 
North Providence in this period; nor are their deaths recorded in either Providence or North Providence 
vital statistics before 1850.  It is not known why they apparently were not among the heirs to their father’s 
estate.)  A plat map, drawn by Daniel Anthony and showing Henry Randall’s real estate divided into 12 
lots, is referenced in several deeds (North Prov. Deed Book 2, Pages 325, 327, and 354), but 
unfortunately was not found in either Providence or Pawtucket City Hall.  Between 1789 and 1791, twelve 
deeds were recorded in North Providence as various Randall children bought and sold pieces of their 
father’s original 100 acre estate.  A table of these transactions appears at the end of this report (all of 
these records can be found in Pawtucket City Hall). 
 
A close reading of these deeds indicates that Joseph Randall had actually inherited two 1/12 shares of 
his father’s entire 100-acre estate.  Whether or not this actually measured 15-20 acres is irrelevant, 
because Joseph quickly sold these shares to his brother Henry in 1789, and Henry sold them to a 
Stephen Abbott of North Providence in 1791, along with Henry’s own 1/12 share. (North Prov. Deed Book 
2, Pages 287 and 327.)  Meanwhile, by 1791 Henry, George and Benjamin Randall had acquired the 
shares of their sisters Mary, Mercy, Betsy, and Dolly, and had begun to sell pieces of property outside the 
family.  Esther’s share went to a Stephen Randall, possibly a relative; Phebe traded her share to her 
brother-in-law Abner Salisbury, Esther’s husband, in exchange for a nearby piece of property.  
(Mysteriously, one 1/12 share is unaccounted for.)  (North Prov. Deed Book 2, Pages 279, 293, 294, 295, 
287, 280, 323, 327, 352, 353, 354, 371, 431, and 734) 
 
Moreover, the deeds also indicate that it was daughters Elizabeth (Betsy) Hale and Dorothy (Dolly) 
Randall who each inherited one half of their father’s dwelling house, along with some land, as their 1/12 
shares of the estate.  Elizabeth, who lived in Connecticut with her husband, sold her half of the house to 
her brothers Henry and George in October 1789; Henry quitclaimed his share to George in August 1790, 
and George sold his half of the house to Benjamin in July 1791.  Dolly, a spinster, probably lived in her 
half of “the late mansion house of my father” with her mother, the widow Dorothy, until Dorothy’s death; 
Dolly sold her half of the house to Benjamin in June 1791, apparently just days before her mother died.  
Benjamin sold his parents’ house and 30 acres of land out of the family in 1800:  his deed to Ebenezer 
Macomber clearly describes two parcels of land, the second containing a dwelling house and other 
buildings, both on the north side of “the Great Road leading from the Mill Bridge in Providence to Tripp 
Town (so called).”   Clearly, this property could not be the same as 416 Eaton Street, which sits on the 
south side of the street.  (North Prov. Deed Book 2, Pages 279, 323, 352, 353, and 734). 
 
George Randall moved to Connecticut sometime between August 1790 and May 1791.  In addition to 
selling half his parents’ house to Benjamin, George also sold his original 1/12 share of his father’s estate, 
a 12-acre lot identified as “Lot #12 on the plat,” to Henry (George’s brother, not his nephew – see below).  
The lot is described as bounded on the south by land of Benjamin Randall, on the west by land of 
Zachariah Allen, and on the north by “the highway,” “being the same premises which descended to 
George Randall from the estate of Henry Randall, deceased.”  No buildings are mentioned in this deed 
(North Prov. Deed Book 2, Page 325, dated May 19, 1791), but this is the same lot sold in 1795 to 
Thomas Greene (and confirmed by later deeds and maps to contain the house at 416 Eaton Street).  
Therefore, the question arises:  was the house at 416 Eaton Street even standing in 1791? 
 
3.  The question is also raised whether there were in fact two Henry Randalls succeeding the 
patriarch Henry Randall:  one his son, and the other his grandson.  Deeds dated 1789-1791 sometimes 
refer to Henry Randall as a yeoman, sometimes as a cooper, so it would be reasonable to conclude, as 
Greene apparently did, that these Henrys were two separate individuals of different generations.  Joseph 
Randall was 41 years old and living in Vermont when his father died; he certainly could have had an adult 
son named Henry who had been born in Vermont but relocated to North Providence by 1789.  (No record 
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exists in either Providence or North Providence vital statistics of a son Henry born to Joseph Randall.)  
However, a deed dated 1798 between Thomas Greene and Squire Thurber indicates that Thomas 
Greene had bought the property from “Henry Randall Junior,” in 1795, which clearly indicates that the 
Henry who owned the property at that time was the son, not the grandson, of the patriarch.  (North Prov. 
Deed Book 2, Page 645).  Finally, Benjamin Randall is referred to in at least one deed as “hatter alias 
yeoman,” implying that it is possible for Henry also to have been both a cooper and a yeoman.  (North 
Prov. Deed Book 2, Page 295.)  This researcher believes, absent any direct evidence to the contrary, that 
Henry the yeoman and Henry the cooper were the same person, namely, the son of Henry the patriarch. 
  
The chain of events between the patriarch Henry Randall’s death in 1789 and the transfer of property to 
his namesake Henry (whether son or grandson) in 1791 clearly was not as Greene’s report described it.  
The farmhouse at 416 Eaton Street is almost certainly not the Randall family homestead built sometime 
between 1747 and1789, since that house descended to Benjamin Randall rather than to Henry.  Going 
strictly by deeds (maps of North Providence not being available for this period), the house at 416 Eaton 
Street appears to have been built by Henry Randall, cooper, between 1791 and 1795. 
  
1795 
 
Providence Deed Book 24, page 481:  On October 24, 1795, Henry Randall, cooper, of Providence sold 
to Thomas Greene, physician, of Providence, “that certain tract of land situate in North Providence, 
estimated 12 acres, and is lot #12 on the plat, bounded southwardly by land of Zachariah Allen, 
westwardly by land of Zachariah Allen, northwardly on the highway, being the land which descended to 
George Randal from Henry Randall late of said North Providence, deceased…being the same as 
conveyed by George Randall on May 19, 1791, together with all the buildings and improvements 
thereon.” (Providence Archives)  
 
1798 
 
North Providence Deed Book 2, Page 645:  On April 5, 1798, Thomas Greene, physician, sold to Squire 
Thurber, housewright, for $850, 12 acres of land constituting Lot #12, “being the land which descended to 
George Randall from Henry Randall, and the same lot conveyed to me by Henry Randall Jr. by deed 
dated October 24, 1795, together with all buildings and improvements thereon.”  (Pawtucket Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
North Providence Deed Book 2, Page 658:  On April 9, 1798, Squire Thurber, housewright, sold to Olney 
Winsor, “merchant alias gentleman,” for $700, 12 acres of land constituting Lot #12, “bounded south and 
west on land of Zachariah Allen and north and east by the public highway leading from Providence to 
Smithfield…being the land which descended to George Randall from Henry Randall, late of North 
Providence, deceased, and is the same lot conveyed to me by Thomas Greene of Providence, physician, 
by deed of April 5, 1798, with all appurtenances thereon.”  (Pawtucket Registry of Deeds) 
 
Note: Greene’s report says that Olney Winsor was Squire Thurber’s brother-in-law, and also the son of 
the Samuel Winsor who had owned this property back in 1734.  (Olney Winsor, born 1753, could not 
possibly be the builder of a farmhouse that same year, as the National Register nomination for the farm 
claims.)  Winsor traveled frequently and apparently didn’t live at the farm until 1813.  He was married 
twice, first to Freelove Waterman (mother of Nancy Winsor) and then to Hope Thurber (mother of 
daughter Susan, and sister of Squire Thurber). Olney Winsor died in 1837.  (Greene report) 
 
Greene also investigated the NR nomination’s claim that the Winsor sisters operated a “dame” and 
boarding school at their farm.  He found no evidence of this.  Rhode Island began to designate school 
districts and set up free schools in 1799.  Greene speculates that the school on the farmhouse property 
was the North Providence 4th District school, a public school, and may have been built as early as 1801, 
or as late as 1828.  The school, in an addition to the farmhouse, ceased operation in 1839 when the 
school districts were redrawn and a new 7th District schoolhouse was erected by the Town at the same 
time that the Winsor farm was sold to Charles Swan.  (Greene report) 
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1839 
 
North Providence Deed Book 8, Page 230:  On February 2, 1839, Nancy and Susan Winsor of North 
Providence, for $2,400, sold to Charles E. Swan of North Providence:  “our small farm in North 
Providence aforesaid, on which we now live, consisting of Lot #12 on the stated common,” bounded on 
the south and west by lands of Philip Allen and on the north and east by the public road, “together with 
the dwelling house, barn, and other outbuildings thereon, being the lot our Honored Father Olney Winsor 
purchased of Squire Thurber [and in addition two other parcels of land]…there being all the lands we own 
in North Providence.”  (Pawtucket Registry of Deeds) 
 
1860-1880 
 
Providence Index of Marriages:  Phebe Swan married George G. Whitman on September 30, 1861.  
(Providence Archives) 
 
Providence Index of Births:  Benjamin A.S. Whitman was born to Phebe and George Whitman in 1866.  
(Providence Archives) 
 
DeBeers & Co. Atlas of Rhode Island, 1870:  The map of North Providence shows property at the 
southwest corner of Eaton Street and River Avenue owned by Charles E. Swan.  Swan’s property is 
bounded by Eaton Street on the north, River Avenue on the east, and land of Philip Allen on the south 
and west.  (Note:  Sharon Street has not yet been laid out.)   (RI Historical Society Library) 
 
G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Providence, 1875, Volume 3 (Ward 10):  The property is shown on Plate S (as well 
as on Plates T and U) as a lot containing 314, 657 square feet at the southwest corner of Eaton Street 
and River Avenue.  The footprint of the house and three outbuildings are shown, along with the name 
Charles E. Swan.  Philip Allen owns the land to the south and west.  Sharon Street has not yet been laid 
out.  (Providence Archives)  
 
1882 
 
G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Providence, 1882:  The property is shown on Plate 11 as a lot containing 314, 657 
square feet at the southwest corner of Eaton Street and River Avenue.  The footprint of the house and 
three outbuildings are shown, along with the name Charles E. Swan.  The estate of Philip Allen owns the 
land to the south and west.  Sharon Street has not yet been laid out.  (Providence Archives)  
 
1885 
 
Providence Deed Book 331, page 145:  On April 3, 1885, Charles E. Swan of Providence, deeded to his 
daughter Phoebe M. Whitman, widow of George Whitman, a lot of land in the 10th Ward of Providence, on 
the southwest corner of Eaton Street and River Avenue.  The property was bounded on the north by 
Eaton Street, on the east by River Avenue, on the south and west by land owned by Charles B. Allen.  
The land measured approximately 7 acres, 18 rods.  (Swan also deeded to Phebe some other land to the 
north across Eaton Street.)  [Note:  Greene’s report says Phoebe “Swan” inherited this part of her father’s 
estate, and that she later married Benjamin Whitman.  This is incorrect:  Charles Swan was not yet dead; 
Phebe had married George Whitman 24 years earlier; and Benjamin was her son.]  (Providence Registry 
of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Phebe M. Whitman is owner as of May 1, 1885.  (Providence 
Assessor’s Office) 
 
1889 
 
Providence Index of Deaths:  Charles E. Swan, son of William and Phebe Swan, died November 11, 
1889, aged 86 years.  (Will Book 17, Page 130).  (Providence Archives) 
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1894 
 
Providence Index of Births:  Prescott A. Whitman was born to Benjamin A.S. Whitman and Arabelle E. 
Whitman on January 10, 1894.  (Providence Archives) 
 
1895 
 
G.M. Hopkins Co. Atlas of Providence, 1895 (pages 24-25):  Plate 4 shows the lot containing 314, 657 
square feet at the southwest corner of Eaton Street and River Avenue.  The footprint of the house and 
three outbuildings are shown, along with the name Phebe M. Whitman.  The land immediately to the 
south has been divided into 18 house lots.  Swan Street (now Sharon Street) has been laid out to the 
west along the Whitman property line.  (Providence Archives)  
 
1898 
 
Providence Index of Deaths:  Phebe M. Whitman, widow of George G. Whitman, died August 21, 1898, 
age 64. (Providence Archives) 
 
1899 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8: Phebe M. Whitman Heirs are owners as of July 1, 1899.  
(Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
1902 
 
Assessor’s Plat Map 81:  The lot at the southwest corner of Eaton Street and River Avenue, containing 
314,657 square feet, is designated as Lot #8.  Swan Street to the west has been renamed Sharon Street.  
There is a narrow easement along the western edge of the Whitman property, running the entire length of 
Sharon Street between Eaton Street and Smith Street.  (Providence Archives)  
 
1906 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Benjamin A.S. Whitman is owner as of November 11, 1906. 
(Providence Assessor’s Office)  [Note:  Providence land grantor/grantee indexes contain no record of a 
formal transfer of the property from Phebe Whitman or her estate to Benjamin Whitman between 1898 
and 1906.] 
  
1908 
 
L.J. Richards & Co. Atlas of Providence, 1908:  Plate 28 shows the property at the southwest corner of 
Eaton Street and River Avenue, bounded on the west by Sharon Street, measuring 307,592 square feet 
(the diminution in size may represent the widening of Sharon Street, heralded by the easement shown in 
the 1902 Assessor’s Plat map).  The map indicates the owner is B.A. Whitman.  The house and three 
outbuildings are shown.  (Providence Archives) 
 
1918 
 
G.M. Hopkins & Co. Atlas of Providence, 1918:  Plate 28 shows the property at the southwest corner of 
Eaton Street and River Avenue, bounded on the west by Sharon Street, measuring 307,592 square feet. 
The map indicates the owner is Benjamin A.S. Whitman.  The house and three outbuildings are shown.  
(Providence Archives) 
 
1926 
 
G.M. Hopkins & Co. Atlas of Providence, 1926:  Plate 28 shows the property at the southwest corner of 
Eaton Street and River Avenue, bounded on the west by Sharon Street, measuring 307,592 square feet. 
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The map indicates the owner is Benjamin A.S. Whitman.  The house and three outbuildings are shown 
(one of them seems to have been either replaced, or extended in length, since the 1918 map).  
(Providence Archives) 
 
1932 
 
Providence Index of Deaths:  Benjamin A.S. Whitman, son of George G. and Phebe M., died July 1, 
1932, age 66.  (Providence Archives) 
 
1933 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Vernon M. Whitman and Prescott A. Whitman are owners as of 
January 1933. (Providence Assessor’s Office)  [Note:  Providence land grantor/grantee indexes contain 
no record of any transactions for any Whitmans between 1931 and 1934.] 
 
1937 
 
G.M. Hopkins & Co. Atlas of Providence, 1937:  Plate 28 shows the property at the southwest corner of 
Eaton Street and River Avenue, bounded on the west by Sharon Street, measuring 307,592 square feet. 
The map indicates the owners are Vernon M. and Prescott A. Whitman.  The house and four outbuildings 
are shown.  (Providence Archives) 
 
1954 
 
Sanborn Map, 1954:  The map shows the lot at the southeast corner of Eaton and Sharon Street, with a 
frame house (2-1/2 stories closest to Eaton Street, diminishing to 1 story at the rear), along with a 1-story 
shed and two other 1-story outbuildings.  No owner’s name or lot size is indicated.  (RI Historical Society 
Library)  
 
Providence Deed Book 1020, Page 38:  On March 8, 1954, Vernon M. Whitman sold to Prescott A, 
Whitman (his brother) and Prescott’s wife Marilla B. Whitman, a lot of land with all buildings and 
improvements thereon on the south side of Eaton Street containing approximately 21,425 square feet.  
(Note how the farm has diminished in size since the 1937 atlas.)  The lot is described as bounded by 
Eaton Street on the north, Sharon Street on the west, land owned by Allard and Cerco on the south, and 
land owned by Allard and DiBenedetto on the east.  [Note Prescott also sold to Vernon some land on the 
west side of Sharon Street.] (Providence Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8: Prescott A. Whitman owns half the property, and Prescott A. 
Whitman and wife Marilla B. Whitman own the other half as joint tenants, as of December 1954. 
(Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
1958 
 
Providence Index of Deaths:  Vernon M. Whitman, son of Benjamin and Arabel Whitman, died March 25, 
1958.  (Will #5962)  (Providence Archives) 
 
1969 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8: Prescott A. Whitman is owner as of December 1969.  [Note: the 
card also refers to “WB 14/77.”  This transaction is not recorded in Will Book 14, which dates from the 
early 19th century.] (Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
Probate Index 1925-1970:  Marilla B. Whitman, wife of Prescott A. Whitman, died in 1969 (will #69976).  
(Providence Archives) 
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1982 
 
Providence City Directory: Prescott A. Whitman is no longer listed.  A check of periodic directories 
between 1933 and 1981 indicates he had been residing at 416 Eaton Street since 1933.  (Providence 
Archives) 
 
1983 
 
Providence Deed Book 1249, Page 832:  On October 20, 1983, Fleet National Bank, as executor of the 
will of Prescott A. Whitman, late of Providence, sold to Mona Wright Gomel of 416 Eaton Street, 
approximately 21,425 square feet of land on the south side of Eaton Street, bounded on the west by 
Sharon Street (the same boundary description as in Book 1020, Page 38).  (Providence Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Mona Wright Gomel is owner as of October 26, 1983.  The card 
also refers to Deed Book 1249, Page 832. (Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
1991 
 
Providence Deed Book 2411, Page 297:  On May 30, 1991, RI Housing Mortgage Finance Corp. sold to 
Aetna Financial Service of Warwick, d/b/a/ ITT Financial Services, approximately 21,425 square feet of 
land on the south side of Eaton Street, bounded on the west by Sharon Street (the same boundary 
description as in Book 1020, Page 38 and Book 1249, Page 832).  The deed indicates that in November 
1983, Fleet National Bank assigned Mona W. Gomel’s mortgage on the property to RIHMFC.  Ms. Gomel 
defaulted on a mortgage, and RIHMFC auctioned the property on May 17, 1991. (Providence Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Aetna Financial Service, d/b/a ITT Financial Services, is owner as 
of June 18, 1991.  The card also refers to Deed Book 2411, Page 297. (Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
Providence Deed Book 2430, Page 91:  On July 9, 1991, Aetna Financial Service Co., d/b/a ITT Financial 
Services, sold to the Providence Preservation Society Revolving Fund, approximately 21,425 square feet 
of land on the south side of Eaton Street, bounded on the west by Sharon Street (the same boundary 
description as in Book 1020/Page 38, Book 1249/Page 832, and Book 2411/Page 297).  (Providence 
Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Providence Preservation Society Revolving Fund is owner as of 
July 25, 1991.  The card also refers to Deed Book 2430, Page 91. (Providence Assessor’s Office) 
 
1993 
 
Providence Deed Book 2839, Page 296:  On October 8, 1993, Providence Preservation Society 
Revolving Fund sold to Michael S. Zavada and Jeanne E. Zavada, approximately 21,425 square feet of 
land on the south side of Eaton Street, bounded on the west by Sharon Street (the same boundary 
description as in Book 1020/Page 38, Book 1249/Page 832, Book 2411/Page 297, and Book 2430, Page 
91).  The transaction includes a preservation easement on the property (Book 2839, Pages 297-309) as 
well as mortgage deeds and promissory notes (Book 2839, Pages 310-312).  (Providence Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 81, Lot 8:  Michael S. Zavada and Jeanne E. Zavada are owners as of 
October 26, 1993.  The card also refers to Deed Book 2839, Page 296. (Providence City Hall/Assessor’s 
Office) 
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